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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

1 February 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will be in¬ 
terested in the enclosed memorandum, which contains 
information transmitted by the OSS representative 
in Bern. 

Sincerely yours, 

CJk GJdwit*_ 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 



1 February 1945 


DECLASSIFIED 
By Au.t /tty of 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: Ry <jg. c NOV 2 ? 1973 

The enclosed memorandum summarizes new authoritative 
information on the 20 July German coup d'etat, obtained from 
one of the active participants in the plot, and the reasons 
which he has given for the failure of the putsch. 

The 20 July coup appears to have failed primarily 

because: 

(a) The conspirators were unnerved by two previous 

failures. 


(b) General Fellgiebel failed to destroy communica¬ 
tions at Hitler's East Prussia headquarters, and thus allowed 
word to get out that the bomb explosion had not killed Hitler 
before the plotters in the German War Ministry could seize power 

(c) The defection of Major Remer at the eleventh hour 
tipped off Dr. Goebbels to the conspiracy. 

(d) The plotters, planning the coup along strictly 
military lines, failed to plan adequately to deal with the ef¬ 
ficient Nazi police. They elected to seize buildings rather 
than key Nazi individuals, and failed to arrange for military 
forces to reach Berlin in time. 


(e) By July the plotters had come to a disagreement 

as to which of the Allies they should surrender to and as to 

\ _ 

the orientation of the proposed new government. The younger, 
active leaders like Colonel von Stauffenberg favored a pro- 
Soviet policy. The older and more conservative figures wanted 
to turn to the Western Allies. The younger men were encouraged 
to a Soviet orientation by a feeling that Allied policy gave no 
hope for Germany's future and as a result of alleged assurances 
from the Free Germany Committee in Moscow that Germany would re¬ 
ceive a just peace from the Soviets and the Wehrmacht would not 
be wholly disarmed. 


Cheque j. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

1 February 1945 


THE GERMAN CCTD> D 'ETAT (Continue! 

The following information, transmitted by the OSS rep¬ 
resentative in Bern, is a sequel to a memorandum dated 22 July 
1944 and subsequent memoranda concerning the "Geraan Coup d'Etaf 
of 20 July 1944. The source for this information is a member and 
former emissary of the conspiratorial group who had a prominent 
part in the plot, and who has recently escaped to Switzerland. 

He apparently is the only one of the active plotters to reach 


safety. 

The 20 July coup .no the third atte.pt by the conspir¬ 
ators to kill Hitler and seise power. The first atte.pt was mads 
on 6 July in Munich. It failed .hen Hitler suddenly and unexpec¬ 
tedly departed fro. the oity. A second atte.pt .as .ado on 16 
July in East Pniesia. It fall"! .hen Major General HellMth 
Stieff /later executed lost his nervs and failed to plaoe the 
bomb. The conspirators' .Hilary forces had already begun their 
.arch on Berlin, before the ne.s of this failure had been re¬ 
ceived. This troop move.ent ms afterward explained away as 
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■exercise". The plotters felt, however, that this explanation 
could not be used again without arousing suspicion. On 20 July, 
therefore, -the troops were set in motion only after the bomb had 
actually exploded, and consequently these forces did not reach 
the conspirators' headquarters in the far Ministry on Bendler- 
strasse in time. 

By 20 July the nerves of von Stauffenberg and the 
other participants had reached or passed the breaking point. 
There was no clear directing hand. The younger officers who 
had the nerve to proceed, like von Stauffenberg, were too young 
and inexperienced. The older officers, though courageous, 
lacked energy and decision. Some, like General Erich Fellgiebel 
/later reported execute^,. Inspector General of the German Army 
Signal Corps, failed to carry out their part. Fellgiebel was 
supposed to destroy the Central Information Office and all com¬ 
munication installations at the East Prussia headquarters where 
the bomb was placed. The plan was to isolate Hitler and his 
staff in these headquarters so that even if Hitler were not 
killed, he would not be able to publicize the fact until the 
plotters had gained full control. The defection of Major Remer 

at the last minute also contributed to the failure of the coup. 

declassified 
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^ftien Remer received orders from the plotters at the Bendler- 
strasse to march the troops at his disposal, he reported first 
to Goebbels and thus disclosed the plot to the Nazis^7 

When von Stauffenberg reached the*Berlin airport, af¬ 
ter placing the bomb, he telephoned the conspirators at the 
Bendlerstrasse that everything was all right and told them to 
go ahead. General Friederich Olbricht, Chief of the General 
Army Office /later court mart ialled and shq£7» set in motion 
the military forces. When von Stauffenberg arrived at the War 
Ministry, he admitted uncertainty as to whether Hitler was 
dead, to which Colonel General Ludwig Beck /who later committed 
suicide7 replied, "For us, he is dead." About this time Marshal 
Keitel, unaware that Olbricht and others were in the plot, tele¬ 
phoned to the War Ministry and to all military commanders that 
Hitler was alive. 

Source was saved from arrest by the fact that he had 
already left with a message from Beck to Wolf Graf Helldorf, 
head of the Berlin police /later reported execute^, and SS and 
Police General Arthur Nebe /?ate unknowa7, at Police headquar¬ 
ters. Source passed through the troops under Remer, which he 
thought were on their way to seize the Bendlerstrasse for the 
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plotters, but were actually en route to arrest the plotters at 
the Bendlerstrasse. Source first learned of the fiasco while 
he was with Helldorf. He also learned then that Nebe had been 
aaked to send his SS police officials to East Prussia to begin 
an investigation of the boabir^. 

Helldorf and those others who were not caught at the 
Bendlerstrasse then tried in vain to establish alibis for them¬ 


selves. Source could not even try that because his presence in 
Berlin was unauthorised. He found refuge in Berlin where he 
stayed in virtual solitary isolation until he aanaged to escape 
by using false identification papers ^5e was not arrested by the 
Nazis as previous reports froa the conspiratorial group had in¬ 
dicate^. Source believes that Dr. Carl Friederich Goerdlor, 
co-leader with General Beck of the conspiratorial group, is 
still alive. Goerdler, he says, was sent out of Berlin by 
von Stauffenberg a few days before 20 July, goerdler was 
subsequently arrested by the Nazis. Other reliable reports 


have indicated that the Nazis were keeping Goerdler for fu¬ 
ture use^ 


In general, source indicates that the plot failed 
for the following reasons: DECLASSIFIED 
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Prior to source's arrival in Berlin on 11 July, the 
plana had been made along atrictly military lines and the po¬ 
lice aspects were largely neglected. The plotters relied upon 
the occupation of government buildings rather than making plans 
to arrest key Nazi individuals. When the plans for the use of 
the military were executed too slowly, counter-measures by the 
Nazi police wrecked the whole program. 

Another important reason for the failure was the last- 
minute divergence of views among the plotters. Von Stauffenberg 
and his younger immediate collaborators reached a decision in 
favor of an Eastern solution which would involve opening the 
fronts at once to the USSR without even trying to negotiate 
with the Soviets. Von Stauffenberg alleged to his fellow con¬ 
spirators that he had been in touch with General von Seydlitz 
and the Free Germany Committee in Moscow. He said he had ob¬ 
tained assurances from von Seydlitz, through Madame Kollantay, 
the Soviet Ambassador to Sweden, that Germany would receive a 
fair peace and that the fehrmacht would not be completely dis¬ 
armed. Trott zu Solz /later executed/ had tried to contact the 
British in Stockholm, and having received no encouragement, had 
also come to favor an Eastern solution and gave his support to 
von Stauffenberg. DECLASSIFYD 
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Aa a result, the plotters disagreed as to the conpo- 
sition of the government they planned to set up. The conserv¬ 
ative, Vestern-oriented group of older sen favored a governnent 
headed by Goerdler and General Beck. The younger, pro-Soviet 
faction, while willing to have Beck as Chief of State, wanted 
a leftist premier like Hans Leuschner, a prominent Socialist 
and former Minister of the Interior in Hesse, or preferably 
Dr. Julius Leber, a former right-wing Social Democrat Deputy. 
/It would seen highly unlikely that either Leuschner or Leber 
would have proved acceptable to the Soviets^ 

The younger nen like von Stauffenberg constituted the 
dynamic force in the plot. The older nen, though disagreeing 
on policy, cooperated, on the theory that anything was better 
than Hitler. The younger nen like von Stauffenberg and Trott 
au Sola saw in American policy, or lack of policy, no hope for 
Germany's future, and therefore were prepared to take their 
chances with the USSR. 

Source foresees oily chaos for Germany. He says that 
the Germans expect a harsh but realistic policy from the USSR. 
They believe that the Soviets will need Germany's economic re¬ 
sources and will permit Eastern Germany to work, though it nay 
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only be for Soviet benefit. On the other hand, they feel that 
the Western Powers are not interested in seeing any economic 
life rebuilt in Germany. Hence the Germans feel little hope 
for a Germany under American or British occupation. 

Ik prominent and well-placed German industrialist, 
according to British intelligence reports, states that "think¬ 
ing Germans are amazed and disappointed by the ineptness of 
Allied propaganda", which they feel is playing directly into 
Goebbels' hands and stiffening the will to resist of the aver¬ 
age German, thus prolonging the warj 

Source believes that the conditions in Germany which 
American and British occupying forces will have to meet will 
seem so intolerable to persons accustomed to the Western way 
of life and Western culture, that it will be next to impossible, 
from the point of view of morale and living conditions alone, to 
maintain occupying forces in Germany. The Soviets are hardened 
to such things, source comments. In any event, he adds, the 
cities in the "Soviet zone", with the exception of Berlin, will 
have suffered less destruction from bombing than the other Ger¬ 
man cities. 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 


2 February 1945 

UF1»RANDUM FOP THE PRESIDWT: 
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Scxiroe has been inforaed by connections in Japan that 
the Japanese Government is confident that Stalin will categor¬ 
ically refuse to abrogate the non-aggreseion pact with Japan. 

The Japanese hope for new Soviet-Japanese pacts strengthening 
the non-aggres6ion pact. 

The Japanese Government feels that Japan can continue 
the Pacific war indefinitely in view of Russia's certain refusal 
to enter the war. Japan therefore cannot reduce its miniauE 
terns for a peace settleaent. flf. VESSEL U-nJ 

j. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 



VESSEL 58-a 

Report of 31 January 1945 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. -1 ' • "• 


2 February 1945 


Mias Grace Tuily 
The Uhlte House 



ornncT — 

SEunvi 

CONTROL 


Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will be in¬ 
terested in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 58-a 
and dated 31 January 1945. 

Sincerely yours. 


Q/U. j fy.TZ - — 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 

2 February 1945 


£TABTT 
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CONTROL 


MEWDRANIXJM FOR THE PRESIDOT: 

On 25 January, Harada Ken, Japanese Anbassador to the 
Holy See, Bade the following assertiona to the Pope: 

The.Japanese Gorernaent would be willing to interpret 
the Vatican's wishes to the Irealin. 

The Kremlin has assured the Japanese Anbassador in 
Moscow that Russia will aak the Anglo-Aaericans to attempt to 
reach a negotiated peace in the Pacific, provided the Japanese 
Government accepts the Soviet proposal that the Far East peace 
conference include Russia, China, Great Britain, the United 
States, France, and Japan. 



The Geroan Communist Party, with the aid of Social- 
Democrats and military elements, had formed a German Committee 
of Liberation /the Free Germany Committed in Russia. As soon 
as the Russians have penetrated Germany in depth this Committee 
will transfer to German soil and pronounce itself the Provisional 
German Government. Should this occur by the time of the "Big 
Three" Poosevelt-Churchill-Stalin conference, the Provisional 
Government will, with the support of the Kremlin, negotiate an 
armistice with the "Big Three*. 


Qs^j.GkSC. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


J. U&uSOTMtrT 
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Report of 31 January 1945 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


2 February 1945 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The. White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 


I think the President will be in¬ 
terested in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 
59-a and dated 31 January 1945. 


Sincerely yours. 


r. 

Charles S. Cheston 
. Acting Director 


tcnnrT 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

2 February 1945 
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CONTHOL 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDED: 

The Holy See has been informed as follows: 

A very important White House spokesnan ad¬ 
vised the Apostolic Delegate to Washington that he 
could tell the Holy See that President Roosevelt will 
take account of all the Pope's coonunications, espec¬ 
ially concerning Poland and spheres of influence, at 
the "Big Three" conference. The spokesnan said the 
President intends to adhere closely to Dumbarton Oaks 
policy. 



Acting Director 



1981 


VESSEL 60-a 

Report of 31 January 1945 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 

2 February 1945 


CONTROL 


Uiss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Hiss Tully: 

I believe the President will be in¬ 
terested in the enclosed VESSEL report, nuabered 
60-a and dated 31 January 1945. »hich is being sent 
only to the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

j. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


DECLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


3 February 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will 
be interested in the enclosed report, which was 
transmitted by the OSS representative in London. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles S. 

Acting Director 


Cheston 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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3 February 1945 



UEAJORANDUU TOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information has been transmitted by the 
OSS representative in London: 

ring Peter presided over the Yugoslav Cabinet meeting 
on 2 February, with General Dushan Siaovich and JuraJ Sutej 
(also spelled Shutay) attending. The ring announced that he 
will appoint as Regents both Siaovich and Sutej, and, as orig¬ 
inally designated in the Tito-Subasich agreement, a Slovenian. 

The Cabinet reaction to this announcement was favorable. Suba- 
oich said he would cable Tito immediately asking for his approval. 
Subasich indicated to Peter that the Cabinet is contemplating 
leaving for Belgrade on 6 February. 


S'. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DSCLABSI7IKB 






OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


5 February 1945 



Mies Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 


I believe the President will be in¬ 
terested in the enclosed report from our representa¬ 
tive in London. 


Sincerely yours. 


a Olzz: 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINOTON, D. C. 

5 February 1945 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:. 

The OSS representative in London hae trans¬ 
mitted the following information, dated 4 February: 

Premier Subaeich states that Marshal Tito 
has accepted General Dushnn Sirnovich and Dushan 
Serenech as regents but has disapproved of Juraj 
Sutej (also spelled Shutoy), suggesting Ante Mandich 
instead. Subaeich describes Mandioh as an unknown, 
honest Croat with no political affiliations. 



Acting Director 
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On 5 February, source's connection in Tokyo submit¬ 
ted the following information: 

Japanese public morale has been greatly depressed by 
German military defeats, despite attempts by Japanese officials 
to belittle their importance. The Japanese Government, which 
considers the Philippines lost, will be seriously compromised 
when the Japanese public learns of this disaster. 

Japan anxiously awaits the "Big Three" conference and 
hope8 for some Russian support. Should there be no Russian sup¬ 
port and should Germany collapse, the military-dominated Govern¬ 
ment will probably be replaced with a government dominated by 
civilians. In that event peace would probably be sought at any 
price. 


If the Catholic Church could induce the Anglo-Americans 
to offer Japan something less harsh than unconditional surrender, 
its prestige would be greatly enhanced and millions of Japanese 
might turn to Catholcism. 

Quu^i. Ck^r 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 



VESSEL 62-a 

Report of 6 February 1945 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

7 February 1945 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Mins Tully: ' 

I believe the President will be 
interested in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 
62-a and dated 6 February 1945. 

Sincerely yours, 

. Charles S. Cheston 

Acting Director 

Enclosure. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Qgnnrr 

uCwWf 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

7 February 19X5 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President «ill be interested 
in the enclosed aeaorandua, an appraisal of the Moscow 
Free Geraany Comittee by a seaber of the 20 July con¬ 
spiracy against Hitler. Will you kindly see that it 
reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

fllu 

Williaa J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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The following appraisal of the Soviet-sponsored Free 
Germany Committee has been given the OSS representative in Bern 
by a member of the 20 July conspiracy against Hitler who re¬ 
cently escaped from Germany to Switzerland. Source belonged 
to the older and more conservative group among the plotters 
which favored a peace arrangement with the Western Allies, in 
contrast to the pro-Soviet policy adopted by the younger group 
which claimed to be in contact with the Free Germany Committee. 

Source is convinced that the Soviets will come to 
Germany with a carefully assembled and thoroughly indoctrinated 
group of Germans which will probably include von Paulus, von 
Seydlitz, and other leaders of the Free Germany Committee and 
of the Union of German Officers. In view of probable Anglo- 
American opposition to establishing this group as German 
Government, the Soviets will probably use it only in their 
zone of occupation. Since this will be the only comparable 
organization of Germans and since it will enjoy the advantages 
of long-term publicity and the prestige of Soviet backing. 





thifl group increasingly will be regarded by the Canaan people 
as the Government of Geraany. Initially, of course, it nay be 
set up as a coaaittee and follow a course parallel to that of 
the Lublin Committee. 

Source believes the Anglo-Americans have only three 
alternatives: (1) to accept the Free Germany Committee as the 
new German Government, (2) to set up one or probably two rival 
committees, one in the British and one in the American zone of 
occupation, or (3) to organize jointly with the Soviets some 
typo of German committee which will be subject to the Allied 
occupation authorities. This jointly-sponsored committee, as 
successor to the present German regime, would assist in trans¬ 
acting current affaire with the understanding that final au¬ 
thority rests solely -with the military occupation. Such a com¬ 
mittee, source declares, night be composed largely of technical 
men who are experts in their respective fields of finance, trans¬ 
portation, food rationing and distribution, public works, labor 
relations and police. It would presumably include some of the 
Free Geraany group. Source believes that unless the Anglo- 
Americans enter Germany with some such plan as this, something 

like the Free Germany Coaaittee will eventually be imposed. 

Dtcussims 
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The OSS representative in Bern reports that certain 
Gernan diplomats who are not too compromised as Nazis are ex¬ 
pecting either that they will shortly be asked to join the Free 
Germany Committee in Moscow or that the Committee will send its 
own representatives to Switzerland and endeavor to infiltrate 
the Gernan diplomatic and consular establishment there. 


In the event that you find merit in the above appre¬ 
ciation, we are in a position through our representative in 
Switzerland to prepare to select certain individual Germans 
who have maintained close contact with Germany and who would 
be competent to advise on certain phases of German affairs. 

This is especially true of source, who over a period of more 
than ten years has been in closo touch with prominent Wehnnacht 
and Gernan civilian personalities and has sought to persuade 
them to overthrow the Hitler regime. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

7 February 1945 


Ml bo Oraca Tully 
Tha Whlta Houoa 

Dear Gracat 

I ballav* tha Prasidant would ba 
intarasted in tha anclosad raport fro« our rapra- 
santatlva In London. I will appraciate your saalng 
that it raaches his dask. Thank you. 

6inoaraly yours. 



Villiaa J. Donovan 
Diractor 


Encloiura. 
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7 February 1945 
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The following i nf or mat i A f - h jjfi l» T ^ 

the OSS representative in London: 


On 5 February Presier Subasioh shoved King Peter a 
oopy of a seoret letter written by General Duahan Siaovich 
/whOB Peter had noainated for the regency oounoij7. indicating 
that Siaovioh had collaborated with the Gersana after the ooup 
d|etat of 27 March 1941. The King appeared greatly surprised 
at this revelation. Subasioh also delivered a message froa 
Tito, which reportedly rejeoted the oandidacy of Sirovich 
and Juraj Sutej and insisted on the inclusion of Ante Mandioh 


and Sreten Vukosavlyevioh, Partisan Minister of Supply in t he 
Subasioh cabinet. 

/On 4 February Subasioh had advised the King that 
Tito had accepted Siaovich for the regency council. See ay 
oeaorandua of j February 1945- Also, on 6 February lo 
advised the OSS representative in Belgrade tnat he was entirely 
willing to agree to toe appointnent of Siaovicl^ 


3 


lUPTOffTf* 


iiIlian J. Jonovon 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

9 February 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The enclosed aeiaorandua for the President, 
for your records, is a somewhat fuller and annotated 
version of the message which was forwarded to you on 
8 February, concerning a meeting between the German 
Consul in Lugano, von Neurath, and Field Marshal 
Kesselring. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 



Tnn 



O ^ s3 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 




vS-.t/j 


9 February 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information has been transmitted by 
the OSS representative in Bern: 

Alexander Constantin von Neurath, German Consul at 
iAigano, has just returned from a meeting with Field Marshal 
Albert Kesselring, Commander of German Army Group ■C", Italy; 
Rudolph Rahn, German Ambassador to the Mussolini regime in 
North Italy; and Obeigruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen 
SS Karl Wolff, the Higher SS and Police leader in Italy and 
chief of Himmler’s personal staff. 

Von Neurath declares that he did not gain the impres¬ 
sion at the meeting that an immediate withdrawal of German for¬ 
ces in Italy was planned. According to Neurath, even high 
German officials in Italy appear to be somewhat surprised that 
the bulk of the German reinforcements for the Eastern Front 
have been coming from the west rather than from the south. 
Neurath feels that a possible explanation for this is that 
the German Army in Italy is being kept largely intact for 


eventual protection of the southern flank of the German "inner 
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fortress" which would be based on the Bavarian and Austrian 
Alps. (The OSS representative comments that other reports he 
has received indicate that certain withdrawals from North Italy 
have already taken place.) 

/5SS WASHINGTON COMMENT: Allied intelligence 
reports indicate that two German divisions have been 
withdrawn from Italy since the start of the Soviet 
offensive on the Eastern Front. One of these, an 
infantry division, has been replaced by a training 
unit already in Italy which has been upgraded and is 
now carried as a division. The other, a Panzer Gren¬ 
adier which very recently completed its withdrawal 
northward across the Italian border, has not been re¬ 
placed. These reports also suggest that the Germans 
could withdraw four additional divisions and still 
effectively maintain their present positions in Italy x 7 


Neurath also reports that Kesselring recently saw 
Field Marshal Gert von Rundstedt. The two men are on friendly 
terms, Neurath declares, but neither is yet ready to come over 
to the Western Allies. With respect to the Free Germany Commit¬ 
tee, Neurath quotes lesselring as indicating that General Walter 
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von Seydlitz has little prestige with the Wehrmacht, but that 
if Field Marshal Friederich Paulus were to agree to form a gov¬ 
ernment this might have substantial effect upon the Wehrmacht. 
Neurath has a contact with Generalleutnant Siegfried Westphal, 
Rundstedt's Chief of Staff, but was advised by Kesselring not 
to attempt to see Westphal immediately in view of the suspicions 
which such a trip might arouse. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

12 February 1945 





Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be inter¬ 
ested in the enclosed aessage froa our representative 
in London. Will you kindly see that it reaches his 
desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 




■llliaa J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 



12 February 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


The following inforaation, dated 10 February, 
haa been transacted by the OSS representative in London: 

British Aabassador Stevenson is reported to be 
exerting pressure on Premier Subaeich and his government 
to leave l/>ndon immediately for Belgrade. Subasich ap¬ 
peared annoyed and refused Stevenson's request on the 
ground that King Peter had asked him not to leave until 


the matter of the regency had been settled. 




lilliam J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

13 February 1945 



Mira Grace Tully 
The White Houae 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will bo in¬ 
terested in the enclosed neaorandua, in ahich ia 
incorporated a letter froa our representative in 
I/>ndon. Will you be good enough to see that it 
reaches hia desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

■illiaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 




13 February 1945 


BICLA88ITIID 
By Authority of. 


f-SF 

C(A 


MEMORANDUM FOP THE PRESIDENT: Bt ML ^to 1 44073 

The following letter from the OSS representative in 
London, concerning recent negotiations between King Peter and 
Marshal Tito on the subject of the Yugoslav regency council, 
contains background information whioh may be useful for your 
files. The letter concerns primarily General Siraovic, one of 
King Peter '8 nominees for the regency council, who is now re¬ 
vealed, according to Premier Subaeich, to have offered to as¬ 
sist Italy and Germany in the occupation of Yugoslavia. 

"On Sunday, 4 February, I dined with Subasich, who 
informed me that he had come into possession of a secret docu¬ 
ment which will have the effect of a bombshell not only to the 
King but to the British as well. It concerned General Simovic, 
the man who was responsible for the coup d'etat in Yugoslavia 
on March 27, 1941, and who later became the Prime Minister and 
got Yugoslavia out of the Tri-Partite Pact, allying Yugoslavia 
on the side of the United Nations. 

■Subasich stated that the original of the letter was 
actually in the possession of a friend in London and that as 
soon as he could get permission to reveal the source he would 





DICLABSI HD 
Br Authority of 


- 2 - 


znar 




_ JUN 1 1 1 973 

convey the contents of it to the King and the British. This 


letter allegedly was written on April 4, 1941 by General Simovic 
and is a definite offer on his part to collaborate with the Ger¬ 


mans, permitting certain Italian divisions to enter Yugoslavia 
and pave the way for the German Army to enter Yugoslavia. The 
whole letter is drafted in the most treacherous terms and is 
definitely anti-British and anti-American. This letter was 
discovered, according to Subaoich, a couple of days ago, but 
he was bound by a promise not to reveal the name of the person 
in possession of the original. 

"Subasich told me that he was going to speak to the 
King on the following day and would convey to him the contents 
of the letter so that the King would be aware that one of the 
Regents appointed by him was a traitor. 


■Subasich also informed me that he received a reply 
from Tito rejecting Sutej, a present member of the Royal Yugo¬ 
slav Government, as a Regent. This, said Subasich, puts Sutej 
in a very embarrassing position and might even prevent his re¬ 


turning to Yugoslavia as was originally contemplated or his be¬ 


ing sent as Minister to Switzerland as agreed upon by Subasich 
and Tito. 


■I asked Subasich how he could explain Tito's rejec¬ 


tion of Sutej, who is an outstanding leader 


of the Croatian 


/ 



Peasant Party. Subasich told ae that he was puttied by it and 
could not tell me the true reason for Tito's action. 


•In discussing the Regency Subaaich told me that he 
tried to get the opinion of the Serbian leaders as to who would 
be the most desirable person to represent the Serbs aa Regent 
for the King. He consulted with Ur. Groll and Mr. Budislavevic 
and they felt that Boja Markovic, who is now residing in New 
York, would be the ideal person. The Cabinet spoke to the King 
about it and he agreed that the Government should send a cable 
to Markovic inquiring whether he would consent to act as Regent. 
Subaaich related that after said cable was sent the King called 
a Cabinet meeting and announced to then his choice: Siaovic, 
Sutej and Semec. The members of the Cabinet were surprised at 
the Kinc's sudden action after giving his consent to send a 
cable to Uarkovic, but it seems, said Subasich, that soaeone 
prevailed upon the King to appoint General Siaovic. *1 an'sure', 
added Subasich, 'that after the King sees the letter he will 
think twice before insisting upon having the General as his 
Regent.' 

■Subasich was not in a very happy state of-nind at 
the thought of returning to Yugoslavia. He told me frankly 
that he does not know how ouch influence he will personally 
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have on the new Cabinet and he 6ees many 
hin. 'Although', he said 'I an all packed, yet I still do not 
know where I will go. It will either be Belgrade or 277 Park 
Avenue.* (Subasich resided in New York City at that address.) 

■Subasich's wife during the evening said, 'le nay want 
to later go to America but we do not know whether we will be al¬ 


lowed to get out of there in case we decide to leave the country.' 

■rosanovic spoke to Subasich again, asking hia to send 
hia in some capacity to the United States. He does not insist 
any aore upon the post of Aabassador to the United States. He 
will be satisfied if he is sent in soae other capacity for he 
too is not too anxious to return to Yugoslavia. 

"With regard to broadening the base of the Cabinet to 
include Groll and Budislavevic, representing the Democratic Ser¬ 
bian Party, Subasich told ce he could not cake any headway with 
the King, who insists upon having them in the Cabinet. Yet when 
he spoke to then, both refused to commit themselves about enter¬ 
ing the Cabinet unless guarantees are given to them that their . 
parties will have freedom of political action. Subasich ex¬ 
claimed, 'How can I give them such a guarantee.' I don't know 
myself what i6 facing me when I get there.' As a result uroii 
and Budislavevic are reluctant to accept membership in the 




they will find themselves in opposition to 26 other members of 
the Cabinet and that their political career will thus come to 
an end. They fear that if Tito follows the one-party system 
without permitting the democratic parties to function freely 
the Serbs will take to the woods and will organize themselves 
into resistance groups against the regime. 

. " 0n 5 February, the King spent two hours with mo and 
told me of his conference with Subnsich. The King was completely 
stunned by the letter allegedly written by Simovic and shown to 
him by Subnsich. He told me that he insisted upon giving Gen¬ 
eral Simovic an opportunity to defend himself and to explain it 
if possible. Subasich promised the King that he would be glad 
to confront General Simovic with the letter the following morn¬ 
ing, to wit, Tuesday, 6 February. The King stated that if it 
is established to his satisfaction that this letter is not a 
forgery, he will not insist upon General Simovic and will be 
glad that his true character was revealed to him before it was 
too lEte. But the King was determined at this time not to give 
in to Tito as far as the Regency is concerned. He said that he 
reached a definite agreement with the Royal Yugoslav Government 
that he, the King, would have the right to nominate the Regency 
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and he cannot understand Tito's withholding his approval of the 
Regents named by the ring. The Xing feels especially keen about 
retaining Sutej as Regent because he regards Sutej as a true 
friend and wants to have him as a representative of the Croatian 
Peasant Party. 

"It tooks as if a new crisis has arisen. Subnsich is 
very anxious to depart for Belgrade as soon as possible so as 
not to get into a new impasse with the King with respect to the 
Regency. The King insists on Subasich's promise not to leave 
London until the Regency has been appointed and sworn in by the 
King. I expect that today, 6 February, will bring forth some 
new developments which will be reported to you by pouch." 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

14 February 1945 


-MSfMffi- 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President would be inter¬ 
ested in the attached radiotelephone message from our 
Berne office. Will you kindly see that it reaches 
his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

fiu 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

U February 1945 



MEMORANOJM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I believe you will be intereoted in the en¬ 
closed radiotelephone message from our representative 
in Berne, which deals with (1) the effect of the col¬ 
lapse of organized German military resistance on the 
inner fortress of Nazi resistance, and (2) a report 
from the .National get tuna of Basle. 



Williait J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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Mias Grace Tully 
The White Houae 

Dear Grace: 


I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed aessage fron our London representative. 
Will you be good enough to see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 


Enclosure. 


Sincerely yours, 

flUJL 

Willian J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. & 

U February 1945 



MDJORAHXJII FOR THL PRESIDED: 

The OSS representative in London has trans¬ 
mitted the following information: 

Preaier Subasich has stated that the entire 
Yugoslav Cabinet will leave on Thursday, 15 February, 
for Belgrade with the consent of King Peter. The King's 
nominations for the Regency, Milan Crol, Yuray Shutay 
(Sutej), and IXjahan Semets (Semec), will be submitted 
by Subasich for Tito's approval. 


D. 


Villiam J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 


15 February 1945 -frftfittmr 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The President will probably be interested 
in the enclosed radiotelephone report from our repre¬ 
sentative in Berne. Will you be good enough to see 
that it roaches hia? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

15 February 1945 . 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDHTT: 

I think you will be interested in the en¬ 
closed radiotelephone oessage froa our Berne repre¬ 
sentative, which is a continuation of the report of 
13 February, setting out the remainder of the article 
in the Basle Natjonalzeitung concerning the German 
post-defeat naquis. 




f'V'-—*A- 


Williaa J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

I 

15 February 1945 


r 




Mi88 Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be interested 
in the enclosed neaorandua, containing intelligence 
forwarded by the OSS representative in London. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

/fuU 

William Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 






OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES H 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

15 February 1945 
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MEMORANDUM m THE PRESIDEJfT: * »_Mn, p 7a 

The following information has been transmitted by the 
OSS representative in London: 

The Royal Yugoslav Government left London for Belgrade 
on the morning of 15 February. The United States Embassy is re¬ 
maining in London ten days to await settlement of the regency 
question. 

The following instructions are contained in a letter 
dated 13 lebruary from ling Peter to the royal cabinet, which 
Premier Subasich is to transmit also to Marshal Tito: The 
ling'8 nominations for the regency council are Milan Grol, 

Dushan Semeta (Sernec), and Yuray Shutey (Sutej). ^Shutey ic 
reported by the OSS representative in I/ondon to have withdrawn 
his candidacy on 13 February^ The ling hopes that this care¬ 
fully considered choice will be respected by the Partisan Na¬ 
tional Committee. The regency council, when accepted by the 
Partisan Conmittee, is to be sworn in by the high clergy in the 
presence of the royal cabinet, which is to invite the attendance 
of Marsha^ Tito. The formation of the new United Government, 


which should include as many parties and shades of opinion as 



possible, is not to be undertaken until the regency has been 
officially appointed and swora in. The royal cabinet and then 
the United Government are to be responsible for enabling the re 
gency council to remain in constant touch with the King and to 
keep him flilly informed of all important developments. The sug¬ 
gestions made by the Allies at the Criaea Conference are to be 
implemented. 
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